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Vaccinium oxycoccos, also known as bog 
cranberry, is a rare evergreen shrub found at 
Shadow Lake Bog in Renton. 

Native Plants of the PNW SUN hosts a restoration monitoring workshop for the 

Washington Native Plant Society 
 

On November 17, 2007, SUN instructed 20 
current and past Native Plant Stewards from 
the Washington Native Plant Society (WNPS) 
in a hands-on learning workshop on forest 
restoration monitoring.  The workshop 
outlined current protocols developed by SUN 
and the Seattle Parks Department to track 
and monitor the restoration efforts 
undertaken through the Green Seattle 
Partnership (GSP).  Attendees learned how 
to establish a monitoring plot, collect and 
record data, and use the necessary data 
collection tools.   

(continued on page 2) 

SUNôs On-line Interactive Habitat Map- in use 
 

UW Professor Richard Strickland recently called SUN to say he was using the new interactive habitat map in Carkeek 
Park to teach his UW Puget Sound Ecology students about the importance of vegetation sampling as one component in 
the creation of ecological stream models.  Could SUN show the class how a vegetation inventory is really done? SUN 
staff responded with an enthusiastic ñyes!ò Not only did our new map help Dr. Strickland locate specific urban habitats, it 
also led him to SUNôs outreach and education arm, where SUN ecologist Nelson Salisbury and field assistants Erin 
Prendergast and Geoff Seymour, showed the students how to sample an urban forest using techniques from our Seattle 
Citywide Habitat Assessment (CHA). 
 

With Version 1.3 of the Interactive Habitat Map now up-to-date (including quick links to Seattle Parks, native, non-native, 
and invasive species information, as well as over 145 Green Seattle Partnership (GSP) sites displayed), the map is 
turning into an amazing forest restoration resource.  However, we still need your help!  We have raised $2300 of our 
$5000 goal to fund the map- please consider supporting SUN to help keep us 

on the map! Inside This Issue
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Rosemary Baker and Bryan Baker (no 

relation) at the WNPS Native Plant Steward 

Training. 

A screen shot of 

SUNôs On-line 

Interactive Habitat 

Map, displaying 

habitat types and a 

GSP site found 

within Magnuson 

Park. 
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http://www.seattleurbannature.org/Survey/ihm.html


Green Footprints Project 

Green Footprints Action Works  
 

Educating neighbors in the Madison Valley about the 
importance of urban forests is one of the roles SUN plays 
in our advisory capacity to the Green Footprints Action 
Works (GFAW) project.  In September and October, SUN 
assisted in four different training exercises, reaching over 
100 community members! 
 

GFAW promotes a vision of sustainable, safe and 
connected neighborhoods in Seattle. GFAW encourages 
all Seattle residents to consider our collective role as 
stewards of private and public land within the city of 
Seattle.  The project area includes the hillside community 
of 2,520 residents bordering the Washington Park 
Arboretum to the west. 

 

In October 2007, GFAW 
received a $29,000 grant from 
the city of Seattle's 
Department of 
Neighborhoods to construct 
an ecological map of the 
neighborhood and identify 
opportunities throughout the 

neighborhood to improve their green infrastructure. 
Partners in this effort include the Seattle Audubon Society 

and Seattle Urban Nature. 
 

Over 150 Green Footprints volunteers are now collecting 
data on trees, invasive species, wildlife and water; theyôll 
use these data to create resource maps of the 
neighborhood. These maps will include information on tree 
canopy, water, wildlife habitat, invasive species and 
impervious surfaces (pavement). The maps will help the 
community identify future neighborhood projects and 
create a neighborhood action plan. These projects may 
include: 

natural drainage features, including 
enhancements to existing streets and rights of 
ways to capture water  

restoration of public open spaces in the 
neighborhood, including wetland areas 

improvements to walking routes within the 
neighborhood and to the business district and the 
Arboretum 

certification of the neighborhood as "Community 
Wildlife Habitat" 

SUN is excited to be a part of this project and hopes to link 
the maps to our new On-line Interactive Habitat map.  For 
more information about GFAW, click here.  

SUN teams with the Seattle Parks Department to 

tackle invasive tree eradication efforts 
 

SUN recently completed a comprehensive report 
analyzing the distribution of two key tree species 
commonly found invading our parks and natural areas.  
The report was requested by the Seattle Parks 
Department to help prioritize their eradication efforts.  
Using SUNôs 1999-2000 habitat survey data, the 
locations and abundance of English holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
and cherry laurel (Prunus laurocerasus) were 
documented throughout the city.     
 

(continued on page 5) 

A Great 

Horned 

Owl (Bubo 

virginianus) 

is found 

peering 

through the 

conifer 

trees at 

Shadow 

Lake Bog. 

Restoration 
monitoring 
workshopé(continued 

from page 1)
 

The 2007 Native Plant 
Stewards will use this 
information to collect 
monitoring data for their 
current GSP restoration 
projects.  The information 
gathered through these 
and other efforts will 
provide important 
feedback to help SUN 
monitor and track 
restoration efforts 
throughout the city.  We 
would like to thank Gary 
Smith and Jill Politsch of 
the WNPS for their help 
organizing and running the 
workshop.   

Nancy Bowen-Pope, a WNPS 

Native Plant Steward, uses an 

electronic clinometer to measure 

tree heights during the SUN 

restoration monitoring workshop. 
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http://www.seattleurbannature.org/Survey/ihm.html
http://greenfootprintsactionworks.org/index.html


The Starflower Legacy 
 

SUN sadly bids goodbye 
to the Starflower 
Foundation, which closes 
its doors at the end of this 
month.  The Starflower Foundation, SUNôs sister 
organization, was founded by Ann Lennartz in 1996 
to assist with the creation, rehabilitation and 
stewardship of Pacific Northwest native plant 
communities.  During the past decade, Starflower 
implemented some of the most extensive restoration 
projects ever attempted in Seattle.   
 

This summer, SUN assisted Starflower with a 
comprehensive inventory of restored sites in five 
parks throughout the city: Pritchard Island Beach 
Park, Roxhill Park, Greg Davis Park, Colman Park 
and Genesee Meadows.  These inventories resulted 
in detailed vegetation management plans and maps 
for each park which contain the management and 
project histories, detailed planting and seeding lists 
and results of the surveys for each management 
zone, along with future stewardship 
recommendations.   
 

So far, three of the reports are available in a brand 

new section of the Washington Native Plant Society 

website, where the Starflower legacy lives on.  The 

remaining two reports will be available by the end of 

the year.  In addition, the site features a wealth of 

native plant resources such as a gallery of native 

plants searchable by scientific name, common name, 

flower color, growth form and a wide variety of other 

criteria.  The website also contains beautifully 

illustrated ID cards featuring 111 species of native 

plants and 51 species of non-native weeds and 

invasive plants, and great information and activities 

for schools and educators. 

PNW PLANT UPDATE!  SUN has just 
released a new series of color fact 

sheets highlighting the most common 
invasive trees, shrubs, and plants 
found throughout Seattleôs urban 

forests.  Many of these plants are 
widely planted horticultural varieties 

found in people's gardens. These fact sheets 
are intended to educate the public about the impacts that common 

garden plants have on our natural areas and local parks. Along with the 
invasive plant fact sheets, SUN has provided native tree, shrub, and 

plant alternatives that you may consider for your property.   

Go to www.seattleurbannature.org 

 to download these  

fact sheets today!  

New SUN Plant 

Fact Sheets!! 

Free on the Web 

Itôs Conference Season! 
 

This fall, SUN disseminated research and project results to 
the professional community all over the state.  In late 
September, staff ecologists Ella Elman and Nelson 
Salisbury headed to Yakima for the annual conference of 
the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER).  Ella was 
moderator and speaker for the ñPerformance Monitoring in 
Urban and Recently Restored Environmentsò session, 
which was very well attended with over 100 people in the 
audience.  She presented a talk about the results of last 
yearôs King County Community Salmon Fund monitoring 
project (please see article on page 4 for more information).   
 

In early November, Ella returned to Yakima as an invited 
speaker at the Weed Conference, an annual meeting for 
weed professionals, including the stateôs noxious weed 
agencies.  Approximately 150-200 people attended her talk 
about invasive species in urban forests.  SUN is pleased at 
the attention and positive feedback that our work is getting!  

SUN Ecologist 

Ella Elman 

gives a talk at 

the Society for 

Ecological 

Restoration 

(SER) 

conference in 

Yakima, WA.  

P
h
o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
s
y
 o

f 
N

e
ls

o
n
 S

a
lis

b
u

ry
 

P
h
o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
s
y
 o

f 
N

e
ls

o
n
 S

a
lis

b
u

ry
 

http://www.wnps.org/
http://www.seattleurbannature.org/

